
Excerpt From the May 6th 2020 Select Board Meeting Regarding Recreation 

Programs and Facilities Including Beaches During Pandemic.  

 

1. For Discussion & Action:  Recreation Programs, Beaches, Parks, Courts, Etc. – 

Donna Kuethe:  Director of the Recreation Department, Donna Kuethe addressed 

the Board, reminding them of her decision she made in January to retire in the fall 

from her position that she has loved for so many years.  She added that dealing 

with a pandemic and trying to create recreational activities within that parameter 

wasn’t what she had in mind.  She said that recreation plays a big role in recovery, 

giving people a sense of normalcy.  Her department has been working on 

developing virtual recreational activities and have been trying to put together 

plans for the summer.  Summer programming is a big help to parents.  

Preparations for the summer started before the pandemic, along with taking early 

registrations.  Given the present situation, staff are researching other parks and 

recreation departments and associations for activities that can be done during this 

time, and also looking at the summer.  They are reviewing the CDC, American 

Red Cross, parks and recreation associations in NH and nationally, the 

Governor’s Council, UNH, and she is actively working with a task force to 

develop guidelines for summer camps.  Donna said that she realizes they have to 

wait until May 31st to see what the Governor orders next.  She reviewed some of 

the Department’s summer programs with the Board and informed them that 

summer trips, and swimming lessons, especially for young children, will have to 

be canceled.  She did ask to offer a modified Pickle Ball program and also tennis 

lessons with specific safety guidelines for participants to follow and also for staff 

to manage.  She felt that there were other programs that they could modify and 

offer also, again with safety guidelines.  She asked the Board to allow her to go 

forward and offer a modified summer day camp program, which would be helpful 

to parents, especially with them returning to work.  Donna said she is receiving 

calls asking if it will be available.  The summer staff are waiting to hear if they 

are coming back and she would like to be able to offer jobs, again based on the 

Governor’s next order, with the understanding that if it isn’t relaxed to allow more 

than 6 people to meet, then the position isn’t available.  She explained that she’s 

spoken with the school about holding the summer camp program there and she 

received a preliminary favorable response.  Donna said she’s concerned that if she 

doesn’t offer the summer jobs now, and waits until the beginning of June, that 

staff won’t be available, and they won’t be able to offer good programs.  She 

explained to the Board the steps that would be taken to reduce children and staff 

exposure, having smaller groups, practicing all of the safety measures that are 

now in place.  Discussion occurred between Donna and the Board about offering 

camp programs to children whose families that live in Town vs. seasonal property 

owners, making plans to use the school even though the schools have been closed 

for the year, the added expense for sanitizing facilities, and the hiring freeze in 

Town.  Joel felt that they need to have concrete guidelines from the state before 

they can give Donna their approval to offer jobs to her seasonal staff.  The Board 



agreed that they can’t go forward without knowing exactly what the new 

Governor’s orders are, and they suspect that the present stay at home order will 

last longer than May 31st.  Walter asked the Board what they wanted to do 

regarding the Town beaches, parks and courts, which are not closed or posted 

now.  If they keep them open, signs need to be posted about safety 

recommendations.  Joel acknowledged that DPW is looking for direction, i.e., do 

they put out picnic tables, lifeguard stands, how to maintain the beaches, etc. It 

was decided in an effort to discourage people, to not put out picnic tables, and to 

maintain the beaches once a week vs. daily.  The Board agreed that they didn’t 

want to close the beaches or parks, specifically because they don’t have any way 

to enforce it.  At the beaches, signs should be posted that lifeguards are not on 

duty and swimming is at their own risk.  Signs need to be posted with CDC 

recommendations at the beaches, parks, courts, etc.  Donna advised them that 

CDC is saying that port-a-potties should be put out.  Joel said he could see the 

reasoning for that, but the Board agreed to not do this in an effort to keep people 

off the beach.  Donna pointed out that during this past weekend both sides of the 

beach were mobbed.  Joel added that Center Harbor is deciding tonight what to do 

with their beaches.  Donna said she’ll work with Facilities & Grounds staff on the 

signs to be posted.  The Board thanked Donna for attending their meeting and said 

that as soon as they have some kind of guidelines, they will talk with her again. 

 


